
The July meeting included the annual 

tips and techniques demo from several 

NCWT members.  While most demos 

focus on a complete turning project from 

start to finish, the tips and techniques 

demo is a chance for more experienced 

turners to pass along those little tidbits of 

knowledge that simplifies or speeds up 

the turning process. 

 

The July meeting included tips from Jim 

Pugh, Bill 

Noce, Paul 

Kosmos, Brian 

Becker, Denny 

Watson, 

George 

Raeder and 

Jim Bohmer. 

 

Tips included: a simple jig for safely cutting 

logs to length on the bandsaw,  using a dish-

rack on the lathe to keep tools from rolling,  a 

homemade replacement for a Lyle Jamieson 

style boring bar stabilizer, a depth gauge for 

bowl turning, a simple story stick for spindle 

turning, stacking tubes for roughed out bowls, 

sizing templates for quickly determining the 

optimal size for inside and outside diameters 

for each 4 jaw chuck, and finally a few custom 

ground tools. 

 

Overall, there 

were great 

tips and tech-

niques that 

can be used 

by turners at 

every skill 

level. 
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This year continued last years Top spin-

off.  This years spin-off expanded on last 

yearôs event by including a large top 

category. 

 

Tops at this years event came in 

all shapes and sizes, including a 

couple from the reigning cham-

pion, George Raeder. 

 

George had the other contestants 

a little scared when he proudly 

presented his ñGyroò assisted 

top, but quickly pulled his real 

entry from out of hiding.   

 

There were some really nice 

looking tops this year, including a little 

behemoth by Jim Bohmer which made it 

all the way to the finals.  

It was very close, but 

once again, George pulled 

out a win in the finger-

spun top category. 

 

There were not many en-

trants in the large top 

category, but it was excit-

ing nonetheless. 

 

The entrants in the large 

top category were so 

evenly matched that they 

had to spin 4 different 

times to finally find a 

clear winner.  In the end 

Darrell Dubeôs top was 

the clear winner.  

Winner: Finger spun top 

Winner: Large top 

Annual Top Spin -off 
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Wayne Center for the Arts  

 

On July 11th, the Art Show opened to 

great fanfare.  There was a very good 

turnout, including some visitors who 

were not members.  The opening event 

was successful enough that plans are al-

ready in the works for 2009.  In order to 

plan an even better event next year, itôs 

important to understand what led to this 

yearôs success. 

 

Without doubt, the efforts of Debra Ev-

ans played a major role.  Her expertise in 

art and her organizational skills were 

evident in the smooth rollout of the event 

and the excellent visual display of the 

work.  Kudos to Debbie for her part in 

making the show such a fine success. 

 

The clubs owe much to several members 

who initiated contact with Wayne and 

then devoted much time to help organize 

the event.  Equally important were their 

efforts to drum up interest and support.  

The turnout was very good, and the rep-

resentation was across the board for the 

clubs, number of turners, and variety of 

entries. 

 

The last thing that made the show a suc-

cess was impartial judging.  Many beau-

tiful pieces (by OUR standards) were not 

accepted.  In addition, the wonderful 

pieces that were accepted were turned by 

a large group of turners.  There was ini-

tially some concern that some of our 

ñbetterò turners would capture many of 

the awards.  Another myth debunked!  It 

was very exciting to see all the various 

artists who won top awards for their 

work.  Such results create confidence 

and excitement, which bodes well for 

future events. 

 

So where does the event go in 2009 and 

beyond?  I hope that we will be able to 

draw Columbus into the loop next year.  

More members would mean even higher 

quality and variety of work.  I think the 

committee will refine the qualifications 

for entry and for specific categories (is it 

a bowl, a platter, or all other?).  In speak-

ing with Debbie, she shared the criteria 

that the judges used to evaluate the work.  

I think it would be great if we could pass 

the criteria to our members next year be-

fore the event. 

 

Now that we have a roadmap for how to 

run a successful show, we should find it 

easier to get to the same point and be-

yond next year. 

 

Congratulations to everyone for a job 

well done! 

 

Paul 

By Paul Kosmos  

NORTH COAST WOOD TUR NERS  

ñIf you donôt know where 

you are going, any road 

will get you there.ò  

Lewis Carroll 


