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Spindle Turning demo with Denny Watson

By Paul Kosmos

ing. Denny discussed some of the
whyos

howbés and

demonstrate the proper use of his

techniques.

According to Denny, the two main
tools for spindle work are the skew

and spindle gouge.
The skew is often
used to clean up the
blank, leaving a fine
surface ready for
sanding. Denny
stressed repeatedly
that only a sharp
skew will yield the
desired finish. He
also shared his ex-
perience for proper
use of the skew. Th
tool rest is normally
set higher so that the
tool will skim the

surface of the wood. The angle at which
the skew is held is also very important as it
controls how much of the cutting edge
rides the wood without risk of a catch.

For detail work such as beads, Denny pre-
fers to use a spindle gouge, but uses the
to Amarko the <co
grooves clears out some wood so the spin-
dle gouge can make a smoother cut (the
groove gives the wood a place to go).

skew

Denny then demonstrated use of the gouge
Denny Watson demonstrated spindleto make beads, demonstrating smooth cuts
turning techniques at the June meet- with little chance of a catch. He discussed
his long, or Irish grind on his spindle

t gouges whiclm rdakes it éasier ta genirgo, the
including which tool to use and why bottom of the beads. Finally, he compared
to use it. He then turned a hat rack tahe same cuts using a skew. Clearly, for
most of us, the gouge is the preferred tool.

Denny rounded out his demonstration with
use of the roughing gouge to round, or true
the blank, and discussed his technique for

mounting blanks with two

face tape. He often uses two
face tape to hold small to me-
dium blanks since it is easy to
mount and remove the blank.
When using tape it is nor-
mally best to try to cut to-
wards the tape and to make
lighter cuts (a catch can knock
the blank loose).

Overall a fine demonstration
that makes us wonder why we
dono6t do mor e
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